
Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC)
Meeting Minutes
February 21, 2017

Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com

Chair: Heather Gordon
Vice-Chair: Vacant
Secretary: Karyn Curtis
Treasurer: Peter Goold
OCASC Rep: Jean-Paul Larochette
Attendees  Karyn Curtis, Heather Gordon, Charles Powers, Stephanie Wille, Corrie 
Cassalman, Margaret Moores, Heather McDonald, Peter Goold, Joanne Childs-Stynes, 
Nancy Carlson, Rosina James, Alysse Norcross, Alison Harvey, Gina Radic, Emilie 
Desjardins, Renée Corbett-Floyd

Call to Order – Heather  Gordon
Heather called the meeting to order and welcomed participants. A brief roundtable 
introduction was done, as there were several new faces.

Trustee Donna Blackburn
Donna introduced herself and outlined some of her experience, beginning as a school 
council representative and eventually serving as Trustee for Barrhaven-Knoxdale. She 
gave an update on the Western Area Review and answered questions. The Committee of 
the Whole has voted to close Greenbank Middle School and change Sir Robert Borden 
High School to a 7-12 school. Bell High School will also become a 7-12. An International 
Baccalaureate program will be introduced at Merivale High School.

Chair's Report – Heather Gordon
Heather thanked participants for their flexibility, as the meeting was postponed due to 
inclement weather. The Ski Swap in November raised approximately $328. Hot 
Chocolate Day was a great success, with perfect weather and lots of happy kids. A big 
thank you to Stephanie Denison and her team of volunteers, who made this such a fun 
event. The Young Rembrandt's art program is full; however, more sessions may be added 
to accommodate demand. Information can be found at 
http://www.youngrembrandts.com/ottawa/default/

We had a very successful Movie Night (the biggest so far) and Family Fun Dance, with 
Movie Night raising approximately $1,200. Final numbers are not yet available for the 
dance. A huge thank you to our fabulous organizers Simmi Mangat and Renée Corbett-
Floyd and their irreplaceable volunteer team for all their work on these very popular 
events! 

Approval of Oct/Nov/Dec minutes – Heather Gordon
The minutes from October (moved: Margaret Moores; seconded: Stephanie Wille), 
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November (Moved: Joanne Childs-Stynes; seconded: Corrie Cassalman) and December 
(moved: Joanne Childs-Stynes; seconded: Stephanie Wille) were approved. It was not 
possible to approve them at previous meetings as we lacked quorum.

Principal's Report – Andrea Williams

• Happy New Year!!  Our team was excited to return to school after a restful break and 
we have had a busy month!  We are embarking on another cycle of our School Learning 
Plan and we are look forward to sharing our next steps  with you at our next meeting.
• SCHOOL LEARNING PLAN
The School Learning Plan is made up of four components during each cycle: REFLECT, 
PLAN, ACT and OBSERVE. We are currently bridging the REFLECT and PLAN stages. 
A little bit of a recap of our journey so far this year…
We have taken a great deal of time to look carefully at multiple sources of data in order to 
inform our thinking. This provided us with the opportunity to ask ourselves some 
powerful questions in conjunction with a review of teaching practices and delivery of 
program. 
We had identified the following as potential next steps:
1) Create a Math continuum
2) Focus on a balanced Math program (following the gradual release of responsibility)
3) Parent involvement (i.e., information sessions)
We also looked at data to see where our students were struggling vis-a vis the 
achievement chart. We noted that our students needed to strengthen their skills in
Thinking and Communication. To this end, we identified the following strategies:
1) Self-verbalization
2) Number talks
3) Accountable talk (which formed part of our previous SLP)
4) Math journals/thought journals (thought journals were also part of our previous SLP)
The final piece of evidence that we noted from our data was that our students struggled in 
the face of multi-step problems and/or difficult problems. In fact, there was a marked 
percentage of students who left answers blank and did not attempt (as compared with the 
board and province on EQAO). As such, we have identified the following strategies to be 
implemented:
• Growth mindset inventory
•  Explicit teaching of growth mindset (linked to feedback as well)
3)    A pre and post assessment in math with respect to mindset

We developed the following Theory of Action:   If students have regular opportunities to 
develop their self-verbalization skills in numeracy across the curriculum then they will 
increase their capacity (in thinking and communication) and develop confidence in their 
numeracy skills (growth mindset).
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At Knoxdale, our School Learning Plan includes 
“bringing out the numeracy” across the curriculum. We are taking serious steps to achieve 
this goal!

GROWTH MINDSET
Each year, we complete a school well-being plan in addition to our school learning plan. 
This year the two are linked through Mindset. Our goals are as follows:

Goal One: If we explicitly teach/model for students growth mindset strategies/language 
then students will be more confident in their abilities when faced with challenging tasks.

Goal Two: If we use WITS, WITS leads, Spirit Squads and a House System, then 
students will have a common language to use when witnessing and/or being subject to 
bullying behaviours. They will also feel more connected to the school.

When we have a growth mindset, we believe that we can learn, change, and develop our 
skills. We are also more likely to be able to persevere in the face of a challenge and we 
believe that with hard work we can accomplish our goals. 
Our feedback can also contribute to a fixed or a growth mindset. Dr. Dweck is a guru in 
this area and her research has highlighted the importance of praising effort and the 
process to foster a growth mindset as opposed to giving feedback related to ability.
Below you will find some suggestions for feedback that cultivates a growth mindset:
• I see that you are trying again, great thinking.
• I noticed that you are thinking through the steps/strategies that we have learned.
• I see that you are taking on a challenge, that must make you feel confident.
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• I like the way that you…
• I see that you have been putting in much effort at…
• I see that you are more confident in…

 OUR COMMUNITY OF CHARACTER

Spreading positivity throughout the school!

One of our greatest strengths at our school is creating safe and welcoming learning 
environments for our students wherein they feel comfortable taking risks. We have been 
experimenting with different ways to infuse fun and positive messages throughout the 
school. Last Friday when messages were added in all of our bathrooms, it created quite a 
buzz! Many students diligently reported the writing to the office staff, while others 
commented on how much they enjoyed the messages… all while trying to uncover who 
wrote them! 

• Staffing Update: Marianne Belair has accepted a term position as a day replacement. In 
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the interim, Tony is now filling in behind the lead hand position. Heather Kerr-Gauthier 
has accepted a position for a core day ECE at D. Roy Kennedy. We welcome Nadine 
Elchakeih to the Knoxdale team. We will also be saying goodbye to Jamie Michaud in the 
coming weeks as Amanda Foote will be returning from leave.

• Presentation of proposed budget.

• TOONIE TUESDAY: This year Knoxdale will again be participating in Toonie 
Tuesday. Toonie Tuesday is on February 28. On this day, we would ask all students to 
bring in a toonie to school. It would be a wonderful idea to have students do something at 
home, or in the community to earn a toonie which they can then donate. Funds raised for 
Toonie Tuesday go to support the Education Foundation. Last year, more than $35,000 
was raised to support emergent needs of students across the OCDSB. One hundred 
percent of the funds raised are invested in students across the district through the Students 
in Crisis Emergency Fund to support food, clothing and medical needs.

• Plans are already underway for the 2017-2018 school year. We held a kindergarten 
information night focussed on a general overview of the OCDSB and general information 
about the Kindergarten program on January 19 and it was very well attended – over 60 
parents. To date, we have received 54 registrations and we expect more to come.  We will 
be holding another Kindergarten Information Night on May 11 – this will be for parents 
of students who have registered and have more specific detail about Kindergarten at 
Knoxdale.
• Our Middle French Immersion Registration was last week.  We held our information 
night on Thursday, February 9. Thank you in advance to Heather who represented parents 
and KCSC on this evening. 

• Term one report card will be going home tomorrow.  Interviews are on an as-needs 
basis.  There is not a dedicated PD day for interviews this term.  Of course, teachers are 
available, as always to discuss the progress of your children.  This will be messaged home 
with reports.

• Thank you! Thank you to Stephanie for all of your time as our rep on the student 
learning and pupil accommodation planning. Thank you as well to all of our volunteers 
for making events such as the dance, movie night, hot chocolate days, and the ski and 
skate swap and sale possible. We truly appreciate you!

• Last but certainly not least, thank you so much for your ongoing support. Thank you for 
sharing your children with us. We strive to provide the best possible learning 
environments where our students feel safe to take risks in their learning and where they 
have a sense of belonging. You are an integral part of our team and for that we thank you 
very much.

Vice-Principal's Report – Charles Powers
Kindness Week:
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As a community Knoxdale celebrated Kindness Week February 13-16 with the help of 
the Spirit Squad.

Colour House Launch:
On Monday the 13, our grade 1-6 students were asked to wear their colour house colour 
to school. Students gathered in their Colour Houses for an opening assembly. The 
students then created their Colour House Flags (that are now displayed in the Knoxdale 
Gym) and they also developed a Colour House chant which they shared with the school 
community.

Valentine's Day Colour Day - What is Kindness Poems:
On Tuesday, February 14 students were encouraged to wear red, white or pink for 
Valentine's Day. Classed started to develop their what is Kindness? poems or drawings 
that the spirit team displayed on bulletin boards throughout the halls.

Kindness Tree:
Random acts of Kindness were recognised by students and staff with a heart. The heart 
states the act of kindness and the student's name. The tree which is located outside the 
library has grown from a bare tree trunk to a tree bursting with good deeds and random 
acts of kindness, overflowing with hearts.
Just Dance DPA
Thursday the 16th the classes gathered in the gym for a Just Dance DPA. The students 
were separated by divisions primary, kindergarten and juniors. Each group had a time slot 
in the gym to share their moves and dance up a sweat.

Teacher's Report – Emilie Desjardins
The Snowhawks Ski program was very successful, with students enjoying some great 
skiing and snowboarding outings. Mme. Muller's and Mme. Boudreau's classes have been 
going on weekly nature walks in our beautiful surroundings. We have used the rink a lot 
this year; the students love it! Snowshoeing has also been very popular. Tomorrow is 
Pink Shirt Day. Our WITS leads will be visiting classrooms to promote strategies to help 
kids deal with difficult situations. Students will also recite the Eagle code. Volleyball is 
underway and participants are having a lot of fun. Chess Club is a big hit, with lots of 
students joining. 

Treasurer's Report – Peter Goold
Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) February 21st 2017
Balance (current 02212017) $       1,094.22
Liabilities
Trend Arlington Donation $          200.00
GMS Popcorn $            44.70
GMS Popcorn $            21.90
Aquarium Maintenance $          141.26
Playground $     10,060.00
Total Pending Liabilities $     10,467.86
Budget Items
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Projected Expenditures
Grade 6 Leaving Fund $         1100.00
Trend-Arlington Donation $              0.00
Office Supplies & Photocopying Expense $           100.00
OCASC Membership $               0.00
Bank Fees $             50.00
Reserve Fund $         2000.00
Dance Night Advance $0.00
Movie Night 1 Advance $               0.00
Movie Night 2 Advance $         1300.00
Book Fair Adance $           500.00
Scholastic Advance $           250.00
Picnic Advance $         2000.00
Artscape $           500.00
Annual Remaining Expenses - Total $           800.00
Working Balance $       12826.36

Western Area Review – Stephanie Wille
Heather thanked Stephanie for her work on this important file. The Board will vote on the 
recommendations on March 1.

Playground Project – Heather Gordon
We did our first 50-50 draw at Movie Night, as we now have a lottery licence! We are 
working on a corporate sponsorship plan and holding another restaurant night int he 
Spring, possibly at Big Rig. The next meeting is tomorrow. 

OCASC Report – Karyn Curtis
The role of OCASC was discussed at the last OCASC meeting. It is not a consultative 
body, unless it is specifically designated as such for a particular issue. The Gifted 
Program Review is being led by the Special Education Advisory Committee. A decision 
is unlikely to be made by Spring. Flexibility has been added to the Framework Review 
with respect to the 1.5 class requirement for each grade. This was based on feedback 
received. Parents Reaching Out grants were discussed. These are grants provided to help 
parents be involved in their child's education. They have been used for science nights, 
speakers, childcare for parents to attend Council meetings and many other initiatives. A 
list of successful applications can be found at http://www.ocdsb.ca/par/pi/g-n-
f/Documents/2015-2016%20PRO%20Grants.pdf. If you have an idea for an event, please 
contact Council.

Movie Night, Family Fun Dance – Heather Gordon
Thank you to the organizers and volunteers who put together these great events! They 
were very well-attended and the kids had lots of fun. Andrea will let other schools in our 
family of schools know when we're holding events, so as to avoid overlap. The next 
Movie Night will be on April 7 and Book Fair will
be the first week in May. Artscape will also be in May. There will be a list of upcoming 
events in Andrea's communication.
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Open Forum
A question was raised about the Truth and Reconciliation posters around the school. They 
form part of the social studies curriculum and integrate Aboriginal studies in student 
learning. Andrea will look into providing further contextual information.

The City of Ottawa is holding some classes at the TACA building (by the tennis court). 
Check the new recreation guide for details, http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/recreation-and-
parks/recreation-programs#recreation-guide.

Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 7, 2017, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale 
library. All are welcome!
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